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1. Develop sampling protocols 

2. Co-ordinate data storage 

3. Facilitate data sharing 
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4.  Provide training courses 

5.  Promote discussion 

6.  Facilitate cross-Scotland projects 

Chairman’s note 
We have just about come to the end of a very busy summer of field work, assist-

ed by the mostly dry weather , but interspersed with some rather heavy rain for 

some of us!  Over the last 6 months we have been busy with our contribution to 

the Fisheries Management Review and significant progress has been made with 

a data sharing Memorandum of Understanding between SFCC, MSS, SEPA 

and SNH which we will require consultation with members shortly. 

Also of note is the welcome addition of SEPA to the SFCC membership and 

the significant progress that has been made developing online GIS and scale 

reading training.  As ever, my thanks are extended to the SFCC committee and 

attendees who keep Sean and I on our toes and are helping us to take the SFCC 

forward. 
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Marine Scotland Science (MSS) 

As part of  a number of methods being explored to derive con-

servation limits for Scottish rivers, MSS are modelling spatial 

variation in juvenile salmon abundance in relation to large-scale 

catchment characteristics. Part of this approach involves analys-

ing electrofishing data provided by SFCC members, SEPA and 

MSS. The red dots on the map show all multi-pass fishings 

stored in the SFCC electro-fishing database, with the majority 

being provided for this project. 

 

University of Southampton 

With the assistance of SFCC members, large quantities of elec-

trofishing data have been provided for a UK-wide fish density 

modelling project run by the University of Southampton. In re-

turn, the University is providing an introduction to modelling 

workshop for members and aims to provide a fish modelling 

tool which will be applicable for use in Scottish catchments. 

Diary  Dates 

    SFCC members support national salmonid research projects 

http://www.sfcc.co.uk
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Database free trials 

 

Within our vision statement, the SFCC aims to gain full 

membership coverage of Scotland. In order to support 

Trusts who are not currently members, free, short term 

database trials have been offered to Lomond, Lochaber, 

Skye and Flow Country Fisheries Trust. To date Lomond 

and Lochaber have begun inputting their sites into the 

database.  

Database audit 

 

In order to assist members in improving the quality, relia-

bility and consistency of their data, SFCC are carrying out 

an audit of the electro-fishing database. Thanks must be 

extended to Stuart Middlemass (Marine Scotland Science) 

for working with Sean to develop a ‘tool box’ of simple 

and genius statistical methods to assist in carrying out the 

audit of 19,000 SFCC electrofishing records. 

Scale reading online learning 

With thanks to Ronald Campbell (Tweed Foundation) 

we have developed an online scale-reading learning 

resource on our website. Currently being trialed by 

members, the classic SFCC scale reading course is now 

online, further to photo galleries, ferox trout 

slideshows, a discussion forum and a quiz for those 

brave enough to test their knowledge on scales of salm-

on with complex life histories.  

Statistics training 

We are continuing discussions with IBIS regarding stats 

training opportunities. Watch this space for further details. 

 

GIS online learning 

Westcountry Rivers Trust were commissioned to develop 

an online mapping learning resource for SFCC members. 

We are pleased to report that this has been completed and 

the preview site can be viewed here. Featuring video 

demonstrations, themed tutorials and showcase maps, this 

resource will replace the annual GIS courses delivered 

here at the Lab.  Members will shortly be supplied with 

login details when the site is launched in full.  

Smolt monitoring workshop 

In May IFM and SFCC combined forces to deliver a 

smolt monitoring workshop hosted by The Tweed Foun-

dation. Presentations from the day can be found here and 

videos here. 

14 members attended the first SFCC team leader refresher courses that was organized by Bob Laughton and Jackie 

Graham. Field working techniques were assessed to ensure that SFCC protocols are being maintained, while also up-

dating attendees on health and safety considerations. Following an afternoon of theory, survey design, protocols and 

data analysis, members took part in an online quiz featuring the team leader exam and some further testing questions, 

resulting in all attendees receiving clear passes. Our thanks are extended to Atholl Estates and Marine Scotland Science 

for hosting. 

New team leader refresher course launched 

Training provision 

C:/Users/dugans/Documents/Adobe Captivate Cached Projects
http://ecospatial.info/
http://sfcc.onlineintegrity.com/resources/smolt-monitoring.html
http://sfcc.onlineintegrity.com/videos/index.html

